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Introduction  

ORDINARY PEOPLE LIVING 
EXTRAORDINARY LIVES

Whenever we pick up the Bible and read the stories, we are tempted to make the Biblical 
characters larger than life. We tend to think they were superhuman — that they never had a 
bad day, never fought with their spouses, never yelled at their kids, and never got ticked off 
when another camel cut them off in traffic. Nothing could be further from the truth. They were 
just like us. Ordinary. Common. Flawed. Pudgy. Unrefined. Bald. Normal.

And they weren’t perfect. They had a sin nature just like you and me. At times they lost 
momentum and got spiritually stuck just like us.  One of the great things about the Bible is 
that it doesn’t airbrush its characters. We are allowed to see their great faith and their great 
failures. We get a front-row seat to their real-life battles with anger and temptation and 
relationships and money and ... faith.

In this devotional, we will look at Abraham, an Old Testament character. It’s our prayer that 
your interaction with him in these pages will not be as a mystical super saint, but rather as an 
ordinary person who teaches us how to live in the trenches of everyday life. 

The premise of this comes from Chip Ingram and his book Living on the Edge.1 In his book, 
Chip gives us a profile of a disciple from Romans 12. His insightful writing provides some of 
the basis for this e-book. 

In Romans 12, Paul gives us the teaching, and the Old Testament character we’ll be looking  
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at gives us the testimony. Paul gives us the principles, and men like Abraham give us the 
practices. Paul gives us the concept of a disciple, and men like Abraham give us the conduct 
of a disciple.

• Abraham models a life of surrender.
• Daniel exemplifies what it means to live separate from the world’s values.
• Moses is a classic case study in having a sober self-assessment.
• Jonathan fleshes out what it looks like to serve others in love.
• And Joseph is the poster child of supernaturally responding to evil with good.

As you read and reflect on these pages, may God ignite your life and give you the courage to 
believe that ordinary people really can live extraordinary lives.

1. Chip Ingram, Living on the Edge: Dare to Experience True Spirituality (New York: Howard Books, 2009).
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ABOUT LIVING ON THE EDGE

Living on the Edge exists to help Christians live like Christians.  

It was established in 1995 as a radio ministry of pastor and author Chip Ingram. It has 
since grown into an international discipleship ministry with a clear vision: to be a catalytic 
movement of Christians living out their faith in ways that transform families, churches, and 
communities for the common good and the glory of God. 

Living on the Edge creates Bible-based teachings and tools that challenge and equip 
spiritually hungry Christians to become mature disciples of Jesus.

To receive free resources from Living on the Edge, join our email list:
http://livingontheedge.org/broadcasts
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LOSING CAN MEAN WINNING

1

On April 6, 1865, over six thousand confederate soldiers were captured. The end was 
imminent. On the morning of April 9, General Robert E. Lee and his hungry men found 
themselves surrounded by five times as many Union soldiers as those who stood with him.  
Lee had no choice but to surrender.1

It would be impossible to describe the anguish of the troops when word went out that 
surrender was inevitable. When General Lee appeared after the surrender, a shout of welcome 
instinctively ran through the troops. But their shouts soon gave way to silence. Every hat was 
raised, and the soldiers’ worn faces were bathed with tears.

As General Lee rode slowly along the lines, hundreds of his devoted veterans pressed around 
him. With tears flowing freely down his manly cheeks, the general said goodbye to his army. 

Surrender. It’s an ominous and intimidating word that can conjure up images of raising white 
flags and laying down arms. It can make us think of giving in and giving up. Defeat and 
humiliation often go hand in hand with surrender.

So when we talk about surrender being vital to the Christian life, it can sound hard and harsh, 
unless we are surrendering to something better. The apostle Paul talks about surrender (total 
commitment) in Romans 12:1 (NIV) when he says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your 
spiritual act of worship.” Offering our bodies to God as a living sacrifice can seem daunting. 

In ancient times, when animals were offered on the altar, the sacrifice was total and final. That 
is the imagery in Romans 12:1. Paul is calling on us to willingly crawl up on the altar and offer 
ourselves in total and final surrender. There is no such thing as partial surrender. 
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This call to offer our bodies as living sacrifices is bookended by two interesting phrases. 
First, Paul says that we offer ourselves “in view of God’s mercy.” Surrender is in response 
to God’s mercy. When you really grasp what you were saved from, when you deep down 
feel the undeserved and free grace that liberated you, surrender is motivated by gratitude. 
Surrender is saying to God, “Because of all you’ve done for me and in me, everything I am and 
everything I have I gladly surrender to you.”

Second, Paul says that our surrender is a “spiritual act of worship.” The word translated 
“spiritual” in this verse means ‘logical’ or ‘reasonable’ or ‘acceptable.’ If God really is the 
king, ruler, and CEO of the universe, and if He really did send His son to die for me; then it is 
“logical” for me to surrender to Him as an act of worship. God wants the same place in my life 
that He already has in the universe. And that is reasonable.

Our problem is that we tend to focus on what we are giving up rather than what we are 
getting in exchange. We fail to understand that “Total commitment [surrender] is the channel 
through which God’s best and biggest blessings flow.”2 The Bible says that God wants you 
to experience abundant life — right here and right now. And the conduit through which God 
takes His blessings and pours them into your life is a pipe called surrender.

In the next few days, we’ll be looking at the life and times of one man who surrendered all. 
Abraham not only offered his own life as a “living sacrifice”; he literally offered his only son. 
Abraham’s life of faith was immortalized for our benefit so that we too can learn 
what true surrender is all about.

So what keeps us from surrender? Deep down, at the root of our 
fears is usually a misunderstanding of God and His character. If we 
are honest, many of us would have to say that we don’t really 
believe that God is good and that He has our best interests at 
heart. We think God is holding out on us. And we question 
whether God really has the equation for the “good life.”

Psalm 84:11 (NASB) says, “For the Lord God is a sun and 
shield; the Lord gives grace and glory; no good thing does 
He withhold from those who  walk uprightly.” Push rewind. 
Listen carefully to  those words. God is a sun (provider) and 
shield (protector). He is all about grace and relationship. He 
is not about rules and performance. And “no good things does 
He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” God’s desire for you 
is more and better than you could ever imagine. When we walk 
surrendered to Him, His promise to us is that He will pour out the 
abundant life. 

That’s just who He is. It is God’s nature and character to pour good gifts on 
undeserving people.

So when we talk 
about surrender 

being vital to the 
Christian life, 
it can sound 

hard and harsh, 
unless we are 

surrendering to 
something better.
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Romans 8:32 says, “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”

Because God is a good Father and because we trust His heart, we can with confidence entrust 
our hearts to Him. 

It’s like the difference between a white flag and a wedding. Both are symbols of surrender. 
The white flag of surrender is one of defeat and giving up. It represents what you lose. A 
wedding is a different kind of surrender. In a wedding you surrender your heart out of love and 
relationship. It is not at all about what you lose, but rather what you gain. God wants you to 
know that His challenge to surrender is about a wedding, not a white flag.

WHAT ABOUT YOU?

• What are you afraid of when you think of surrendering to God? 
• What are you hesitant to give up? 

As you remember the bookends of God’s call to surrender — His mercy and the 
reasonableness of His invitation — you will be on your way to trusting Him with you.

TODAY’S TAKEAWAY

Surrender is trusting God’s heart toward 
you and entrusting your heart to Him.

1. Marc Schulman, “Surrender,” HistoryCentral.com, http://www.historycentral.com/CivilWar/Surrender

2. Chip Ingram, Living on the Edge, 15.
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GOD’S COSMIC GPS

2

She was nothing more than contestant 43,212 when Susan Boyle stepped on the stage of 
Britain’s Got Talent. As a forty-seven-year-old church volunteer, it was a big step to sing on 
national television. Little did she know how that one performance would forever change the 
trajectory of her life. Within nine days of the audition, videos of Boyle had been viewed over 
100 million times.1

You’re never too old to start a new adventure.

At age seventy-five, a man named Abraham took a big step and began a new adventure.  
At seventy-five, most people are looking for security and comfort, not risk and adventure. At 
seventy-five, most people are looking to move closer to family, not farther away. At seventy-
five, most people are finishing, not starting. 

But when you are truly surrendered, you don’t always do what most people do. Living the 
“good life” as defined by society is very different than living the “God life.” Surrender and 
adventure tend to go together ... no matter your age.

At age seventy-five, God invites Abraham into an adventure. This unexpected invitation would 
require him to leave behind all that was familiar and start over. 

Ur was home for Abraham and Sarah. They had grown up there. They had married there.  
Their family was there. They had made their livelihood there. They had friends there. Their 
roots went deep in the land of Ur. It was all they had known. But God was about to change  
all of that.
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Hebrews 11:8 (NASB) says, “By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a 
place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was 
going.”

What was clear to Abraham was the call from God and the promise of an inheritance. What 
was unclear was where he was going or how he was going to get there. 

God has a long history of asking people to step out in faith without fully knowing where they 
are going. In fact, it seems rare that God ever lays out the whole plan at the beginning. 

God tends to operate like a cosmic GPS. Think about the GPS (global positioning system) 
you might have in your car. The GPS doesn’t give you all the directions at once. It gives you 
just enough instructions to get started, and then it reveals each set of directions as you 
need them. It is like that woman’s voice inside the little box is saying, “Trust me. I know the 
destination and the steps it will take to get there. So sit back, relax, and enjoy the ride.”

In the same way, God says to Abraham: “Trust me. I know the destination, and I will lead you 
step by step.” Abraham’s response to God is recorded in Genesis 12. These nine words aren’t 
preceded by any fanfare or hype, but they were a defining moment in Abraham’s life: “So 
Abram left, as the Lord had told him” (Genesis 12:4). Those nine words reflect faith followed 
by obedience.

So how could Abraham pack up his stuff, load up his family, and head to an 
unknown destination? Hebrews 11:6 (NASB) provides us with a clue to 
the answer: “Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder 
of those who seek Him.” At the heart of Abraham’s faith was a 
fundamental belief that God is real and that He is good. Notice 
those words: “He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” 

In Matthew 7:11 (NLT), Jesus helps us see the benevolent 
character of God. “So if you sinful people know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.”

Behind Abraham’s obedience and radical step of faith 
was knowledge that God is a good father. What gives you 
confidence to step out in faith is a settled conviction that God is 
kind and gracious. 

God has a long 
history of asking 

people to step 
out in faith 

without fully 
knowing where 
they are going.
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WHAT ABOUT YOU?

• Has God been prompting you to leave what’s comfortable and follow Him  
into the unknown? 

• Is He inviting you into a faith adventure? 

Just remember that little voice coming out of the GPS: “Trust me. I know the 
destination and the steps it will take to get there. So sit back, relax, and enjoy the 
ride.”

TODAY’S TAKEAWAY

Your confidence in the God you know  
is what gives you confidence to step 

into the unknown.

1. Ed Burnette, “Viral Video: Susan’s Got Talent,” ZDNet, April 4, 2009, http://www.zdnet.com/blog/burnette/viral-video-susans-got-

talent/1061.
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SURRENDERED PEOPLE  
HAVE NO RIGHTS

3

In 2002, on a cold November day, Leigh Anne Touhy was driving down the street, minding her 
own business. By God’s providence she saw something that was unusual in her part of town. 
What she saw was someone named Michael Oher. The intersection of their lives that night 
would forever change both of them. He was a young, homeless African-American teenager. 
With a drug-addicted mom and a dad he’d never met, sixteen-year old Michael Oher was 
struggling to stay in school. He had a 0.6 grade point average. 

Leigh Anne invited Michael to spend the night out of the rain in their affluent, suburban West 
Memphis home. The Touhys ended up inviting Michael to live with them and made him part 
of their family. They helped him improve his grades, graduate from high school, and earn a 
scholarship to play college football. Ultimately, Michael was drafted into the National Football 
League. His story was eventually told in the movie “The Blind Side.” And it was all possible 
because one wealthy, suburban Christian woman who was surrendered to God chose to be 
unselfish. You see, surrendered people are unselfish people.1

Thousands of years earlier we find an example of this kind of unselfishness in Abraham’s life. 
His financial portfolio was also impressive. His investments in agribusiness and precious metals 
had paid huge returns. Genesis 13:2 provides a snapshot of Abraham’s personal financial 
statement. He “had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.” But God had also 
blessed Abraham’s nephew Lot, and with increased prosperity came increased challenges and 
tension. The Bible says the land couldn’t support both of them, and friction between the two 
family businesses erupted.

So Abraham stepped forward and offered a surprising solution to the problem. In order 
to preserve peace in the family, Abraham unselfishly offered Lot the option of choosing 
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whichever land he desired and Abraham took whatever was left over. Abraham, as the oldest 
leader of the family, had every right to claim the best land. Yet Abraham deferred. He was 
generous and unselfish.

Whether it is Leigh Anne Touhy in modern-day Memphis or Abraham in ancient Negev, when 
we discover surrender, unselfishness is not far behind. 

Truly surrendered followers of Jesus put people ahead of possessions. Abraham cared more 
about his family than he did getting the most desirable land. He put relationship ahead of real 
estate. 

When you are surrendered, you hold the things of this world loosely because ...
• You realize that this world is not your home.
• Your life isn’t defined by possessions.
• You don’t really own anything. Everything you have is simply on loan from God. You 

are a manager, not an owner.
• You trust that God will take care of you.

There is tremendous freedom in being surrendered. It takes the pressure off. Knowing that 
God will take care of you, you can focus on people.

In Philippians 2:3–4, Paul challenges us, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of 
you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests 
of others.” 

Truly surrendered followers of Jesus don’t have a spirit of 
entitlement. We hate to see entitlement in others, and 
it’s unbecoming in any Christ-follower. When you have 
surrendered to Jesus as King of your life and have died to 
self, you don’t have to grab for your rights. When you are 
surrendered, you know that it’s not all about you and that 
waiving your rights is the way of surrender.

Jesus beautifully modeled this for us. Like Abraham, Jesus 
could have asserted His rights, but in surrender to His Father, 
He laid aside His “rightful” place in heaven and went to the 
cross.

The apostle Paul encourages us to follow Jesus’ example of surrender. 
“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being 
in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness” (Philippians 2:5–7, NIV).

Today, work hard at waiving your rights and unselfishly serving others.

Truly surrendered 
followers of Jesus 
don’t have a spirit 

of entitlement. 
...It’s not all 
about you.
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WHAT ABOUT YOU?

• How are you doing in the “putting people ahead of possessions” department? 
• Or the “holding the things of this world loosely” part? 

As you do, you’ll discover the amazing freedom that comes from surrender.

TODAY’S TAKEAWAY

Surrender and unselfishness  
go hand in hand.

1. Michelle Miller, “From the Streets of Memphis to the NFL: ‘The Blind Side’ Tells the True Story of a Homeless Teen and the Family 

Who Helped Him Realize His Dreams,” CBS Evening News, November 12, 2009, http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/11/12/

eveningnews/main5632913.shtml.
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DON’T JUST DO SOMETHING . . . 
SIT THERE!

4

I had a lot going on that day, but I was right on time for my doctor’s appointment. I swiftly 
walked through the doors and approached the counter. I stood there for a couple of minutes 
before someone came to help me. I was instructed to sign in, and then I heard those ominous 
words: “Take a seat in the waiting room.” I sat down, hopeful that my time of confinement in 
the waiting room would be brief. I quickly rifled through the out-of-date magazines. I checked 
the news on my iPhone. I texted my wife. I read my latest emails. And that was in the first 
three minutes. I might have been in “idle” on the outside, but my engine was racing on the 
inside. 

And then the injustice came. Someone who came in after me got called before me. I couldn’t 
believe it. There was no explanation, no apology, no refund. Just blatant unfairness. Did these 
people not know that I had important things to do? Did they not know that they were wasting 
my time?  

As you can probably tell, I struggle just a little with waiting. But my suspicion is that you  
do too.

Whether it’s the doctor’s office, the DMV, the airport, or a grocery store line, when we have to 
wait, we usually end up restless and agitated. Waiting feels so unproductive and passive. For 
busy, driven, active people in the twenty-first century, waiting doesn’t seem like a virtue; it 
seems like a waste of time.

But St. Augustine said, “Patience is the companion of wisdom.” How many times have we 
made unwise decisions because we didn’t have the patience to wait?
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While in a season of waiting, impatience led Abraham and Sarah to make a very unwise 
decision. God had promised Abraham a child. But almost ten years had passed since the 
promise, and their biological clocks were ticking. Time was running out, and God wasn’t doing 
anything. Have you ever felt like that? The chances of Sarah getting pregnant were growing 
slimmer by the day. She was tired of waiting. As waiting increased, trust in God decreased. 

Then Sarah found a loophole in the promise of God. He had promised Abraham a child, but 
he hadn’t said anything about Sarah being the mother. So she devised a plan to arrange for a 
surrogate mother. In essence, she came up with a strategy that involved using adultery to help 
fulfill God’s promise. 

Abraham agreed to the plan and slept with Sarah’s handmaid, Hagar, and Hagar became 
pregnant and gave birth to Ishmael (Genesis 15–16). As you can imagine, this plan resulted in 
all kinds of dysfunction, bitterness, and chaos. 

In God’s own time, He did give Abraham and Sarah the son of promise. The conflict today 
between Israel and the Arab nations traces back to Ishmael and Isaac. The consequences of 
Abraham and Sarah’s unwillingness to wait on God still reverberate through history even to 
this day.

Part of being surrendered to God is learning to wait. It is learning to trust Him even  
when you can’t see what He’s doing. It’s learning to be patient even when there 
are no answers coming from heaven. God’s stopwatch doesn’t run the 
same as ours. In 2 Peter 3:8 (NLT) we read, “But you must not forget 
this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the 
Lord, and a thousand years is like a day.” God won’t be rushed. He 
is not in a hurry. 

When you’re surrendered, you realize that God doesn’t 
owe you anything. When you’re surrendered, you begin to 
understand that God cares more about your character than 
your comfort. You learn that God’s greatest desire for you is 
to be holy, not happy.

Often God uses waiting to forge character and holiness. So He 
makes us sit in the waiting room of life. He doesn’t tell us when 
He is coming. He doesn’t send an angel to update us. He doesn’t 
explain His delay. He just says, “Wait.”

If we don’t learn to wait, we will be frustrated with God and will 
question His goodness. Or, like Abraham and Sarah, we will take matters 
in our own hands. Our circumstances might be screaming, “Don’t just sit there 
. . . do something!” But God is whispering, Don’t just do something ... sit there!

God cares more 
about your 

character than 
your comfort.
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WHAT ABOUT YOU?

• Maybe you are in a season of waiting right now. Maybe you are facing a 
situation you can’t control or fix. Or perhaps your spouse has left or you’re 
facing a severe illness. Maybe you have lost a job or have a rebellious child. You 
desperately want God to do something, but all you hear is, “Wait ... not yet.”  

• When God’s answer is wait, a question is embedded in that answer: Will you 
trust Me?

May your prayer be that of the psalmist in Psalm 130:5: “I wait for the Lord, my soul 
waits, and in his word I put my hope.”

TODAY’S TAKEAWAY

“Patience is the companion of wisdom.” 
(St. Augustine)

1. Michelle Miller, “From the Streets of Memphis to the NFL: ‘The Blind Side’ Tells the True Story of a Homeless Teen and the Family 

Who Helped Him Realize His Dreams,” CBS Evening News, November 12, 2009, http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/11/12/

eveningnews/main5632913.shtml.
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GOD’S THRONE 
IS A SINGLE-SEATER

5

Imagine that one day my wife walks by my computer and sees a picture of another attractive 
woman on my screen saver. Let me tell you what her response will not be. She will not say, 
“Well, that’s interesting, but my husband has a right to his privacy. His other relationships 
really aren’t my business. Who am I to nag him about his personal life?”

No! With some passion and more than a little anger, she would demand some answers. 
Inherent in our marriage commitment is an expectation of undivided devotion.

In the same way, inherent in my faith commitment to Christ is an expectation of undivided 
devotion. God speaks of this expectation in Exodus 20 when He warns of idols: “You must not 
bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not 
tolerate your affections for any other gods!” (v. 5 NLT).

As Martin Luther pointed out, “Whatever your heart clings to and relies upon, that is your 
god.” 

When we place anything above God, that is actually idolatry — a term we don’t use much 
today. At its core, idolatry is misplacing our affection, our devotion, and our love. It is putting 
something or someone else on the throne of our lives. One thing we know about a throne is 
that it is a single-seater, and God is not willing to share the throne of our lives with anyone or 
anything.

Along the journey of life, we pass through times when God tests our devotion to him. He will 
call on us to surrender, give up, or let go of anything that has begun to crowd his rightful 
place on the throne of our lives.
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In Genesis 22, God gave Abraham more than just a test. It is the mother of all tests. He didn’t 
ask Abraham to surrender a job or a house or a hobby. He called on him to surrender his son 
Isaac. The son of promise. The son of his old age. The son who would carry on the family 
name. 

Actually, the call was not just to surrender his son, but to sacrifice his son — to kill him. God 
was asking Abraham to literally, physically sacrifice Isaac as a burnt offering on top of Mount 
Moriah. Don’t let your familiarity with the story lessen how horrifying this would be for a dad. 

Amazingly, early the next morning, Abraham stepped out in obedience. And he did so rather 
matter-of-factly. The Bible says he loaded his donkey, cut some wood, conscripted two 
servants, and then he and Isaac headed off for a three-day journey to the mountains (Genesis 
22:3).

Wouldn’t it have been fascinating to overhear the conversation between Abraham and God 
during that journey? Each step was a test of deliberate obedience. 

Then came the moment of truth. Abraham built an altar, tied up his son, and laid him on it. He 
then took the knife and raised it to slay his own son ... when, finally, God stopped him at the 
last second. How could Abraham go that far? How could he be willing to kill his only son? We 
learn from the New Testament that Abraham actually believed God would raise Isaac from 
the dead (Hebrews 11:19). He had never seen or even heard of someone being 
raised from the dead. But Abraham so strongly believed in God’s promise 
that blessings would come through Isaac that he trusted God to do the 
miraculous in order to keep his promise.

At the heart of Abraham’s surrender was a belief in God’s 
promises, God’s character, and God’s goodness. 

At that moment, with knife in hand and his arm raised, 
Abraham was saying to God, “I’m all in. There is nothing I’ve 
held back from you.”

Ponder this prayer from pastor and author A. W. Tozer: 
“Father, I want to know thee, but my cowardly heart fears to 
give up its toys. ... I come trembling, but I do come. Please root 
from my heart all those things which I have cherished so long 
and which have become a part of my living self, so that Thou 
mayest enter and dwell there without a rival.”1

God is not  
willing to share 

the throne of our 
lives with anyone 

or anything.
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WHAT ABOUT YOU?

• What is sitting on your single-seater throne? Is it your kids? Your determination 
to get ahead? Your favorite hobby? What?

• Are you willing to allow God His rightful place on the throne of your life? 

Remember, surrender is the channel through which God’s best and biggest 
blessings flow.

TODAY’S TAKEAWAY

There is no such thing  
as partial surrender.

1. A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (1957; repr., Camp Hill, PA: WingSpread Publishers, 2010), 30.
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